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Feis Information

The Irish dancing community uses the Irish word feis (“fesh”) for an Irish dance competition. The plural is feisianna (“fesh-yawn-na”).  
Locations

The Wick-Hegarty School of Irish Dance is located in the Mid-Atlantic Region.  There are many feisianna in our region, scattered throughout NJ, NY and part of PA.  However, there are not many that are within an hour of Morris County.  As a student with the Wick-Hegarty School of Irish dance you are more than welcome to register for a feis even if it is outside of our region.  

Dates

Feisianna are held throughout the year, but those in the fall, winter, and spring are held indoors, and often in high schools, or hotels.  It can get warm, and you may be standing for a while so be sure to dress comfortably.  During the summer a feis maybe outdoors and take on more of a festival type atmosphere.  Many families will spend the day enjoying all of the different Irish attractions to see.  (Vendors, bagpipers, music, soda bread etc) . Visit http://www.wickschool.com/Index.cfm?t=NJFeisianna for a list of nearby feisianna.
Registration

Registering for a feis can be done online, or by mail depending on the requirements of each feis.  It is very important to register early. Many feisianna close registration early and/or have a competitor cap due to a high volume of dancers.  Each feis will have a syllabus with rules, regulations, and information.  It is important to read each syllabus fully to know what requirements are needed for that specific feis.  Registration for a feis is based on the dancer’s age and category. 

Feis Age

A child’s competitive age is determined by his/her age as of Jan 1st. For example:

Susie Smith is 6 years old as of Jan 1st. 

She should register for competitions in that year as “Under 7”. 

Feis Categories


Solo Competitions
1.
Beginner: A dancer who has not taken Irish dancing lessons from a registered teacher prior to September 1 of the previous year.

2.
Advanced Beginner: Dancers remain in this category until they win a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in a given dance. For that dance only, they then advance to the Novice category.

3.
Novice: Dancers remain in this category until they win a 1st place in a given dance. For that dance only, they then advance to the Prizewinner category.

4.
Prizewinner: This is the last solo category. After the dancer has won 1st in a soft shoe dance (Reel or Slip Jig) and won a 1st in a hard shoe dance (Treble Jig or Hornpipe), then the dancer advances to Preliminary Championship.

Championship Competitions


Unlike solo competitions, championship competitions do not have separate awards for each dance. Instead, dancers perform two (or sometimes three) dances and are ranked based on all the dances combined. 

5.
Preliminary Championship: Dancers remain in this category until they have won two 1st place awards.
6.
Open Championship: This is the highest category for a dancer. Dancers remain in this category for the remainder of their competitive career.
If you have any questions on what level your child should be competing in, please ask your teachers.  
What to do
(1) A day or two before the feis

Check the feis website to see if the stage schedule has been posted.  This will help determine your time of travel.  Be sure to be early, allow for traffic.  Things change, and it would be very disappointing to miss your event.  Have all possible items ready the night before.  Below is a list of some common items needed for your feis experience.  
(2) Items needed the day of the feis

Dancing Shoes – polished

Costume- for girls (including trunks)

Navy trousers, white oxfords, Wick-Hegarty School tie- for boys
Hair Accessories & Wigs

Poodle Socks & Sock Glue

Bobby Pins 

Safety Pins

Competitor, number if available ahead of time
Band-Aids

Hairspray

Hairbrush

Makeup for older girls

Light Blush and lip gloss/Vaseline for younger girls

Change of clothes for your dancer, hanger for costume, and costume bag.

Camera

Chairs or folding stools 

Snacks (preferably healthy and none that would stain a dress) 

Water 

The rest is up to the dancer… enjoy the experience and most of all have fun!  

(3) After dancing

After your child has completed his/her dances, check for results. There will usually be a central location, where results will be posted or announced by competition number. The dancer will need to show his/her competitor number to collect the award. Adjudicator comments and individual scores will either be sent to you via mail or email.    

